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     “From Challenges to Opportunities to Solutions”
 							                                       
  August 12, 2025
INTRODUCING THE GENEVA COVENANT OF MUTUAL OBLIGATION
A New Covenant in Youth-Led Civic Transformation

On this UN International Youth Day, we launch the Geneva Covenant of Mutual Obligation—a generational pledge empowering young leaders to confront the defining challenges of our century. Anchored in the One Million Youth Leaders for Sustainable Development Beyond 2030 (1M2030) initiative and aligned with the Global Resilience Compact, the Covenant unites youth worldwide in the cause of dignity, responsibility, and shared purpose.

The Geneva Covenant of Mutual Obligation offers a bold, people-led vision for peace—beginning with Israeli–Palestinian mutual presence—and calls for one million signatories worldwide to help support a future beyond borders, ideology, and inherited wounds. It affirms that no lasting peace is possible without universal protection of civilians, dismantling armed extremist capabilities, and ending all forms of incitement in education and media.

The official launch at the United Nations Palais des Nations in Geneva, in support of the UN International Day for Peace, September 21, 2025, is not a symbolic gesture but an open invitation to shape the future together.

Developed by the Global Challenges Forum Foundation (Special Consultative Status, UN ECOSOC), it revives Geneva’s legacy of principled peacebuilding through a phased approach: Separation, Reconciliation, and Cooperation—rooted in Connected Sovereignty and Reciprocal Freedom. It offers a civic vision for Israeli–Palestinian mutual presence—not born of stalled diplomacy, but of a global, youth-led movement to design peace with dignity and mutual responsibility.

At its core, the Covenant is a call to gather one million signatories—young leaders, educators, technologists, artists, and citizens—uniting to reimagine peace not only in the Middle East, but wherever sustainable development and shared humanity are at risk.

This is more than a statement—it is a civic invitation. We welcome your endorsement, your voice, and your vision as part of this generational movement.
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       Walter L. Christman, PhD                              Beatrice A. Bressan, PhD
Chairman and Founding Director                     Chief Executive Officer


THE GENEVA COVENANT OF MUTUAL OBLIGATION
“A generational commitment to build the moral, civic, and institutional foundations for a two-state reality to emerge—not imposed by politics but cultivated by people.”
Launched at the United Nations Palais de Nations European Headquarters in honor of the UN International Day of Peace, 21 September 2025

PREAMBLE

In the face of repeated failure, deep wounds, and hardened divisions, we come together not as representatives of states but as members of a global community united by conscience. Grounded in the principles of Connected Sovereignty, Reciprocal Freedom, and the moral imperative of Covenant — understood in the Abrahamic tradition as the sacred bond by which God commits Himself to humanity— to all peoples — this Ten-point Covenant affirms that peace cannot be built on competing ideologies of domination.
1. EQUAL DIGNITY IS THE STARTING POINT
Every human life has equal worth. Justice begins when suffering is acknowledged — not selectively, but universally. Dignity denied anywhere threatens dignity everywhere.

2. UNIVERSAL PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS
Lasting peace requires universal condemnation of all deliberate attacks on civilians. This includes dismantling armed extremist capabilities, ending incitement in education and media across all communities, and establishing verifiable guarantees of civilian safety — all of which are non-negotiable starting points for both sides.

3. RECIPROCAL FREEDOM 
One people’s dominance over another cannot sustain freedom. My security is bound to yours, and your liberty strengthens mine. This vision leads to Connected Sovereignty, where two distinct peoples live side by side in dignity, each with autonomy and a stake in shared peace.

4. RESPONSIBILITY IS A CIVIC DUTY
While history cannot be rewritten, the future can be reimagined. We accept responsibility for shaping the structures that future generations will inherit — through truth-telling, dialogue, education, and the moral courage to break cycles of inherited trauma.

5. THE SACRED BELONGS TO ALL
The land between the river and the sea is sacred to Jews, Muslims, Christians, and others. We reject the use of religion to justify violence, exclusion, or supremacy. We affirm freedom of conscience and commit to safeguarding all holy places and spiritual traditions.



6. A PATH FORWARD: SEPARATION, RECONCILIATION, COOPERATION
Peace is not an event — it is a process:
· Separation with dignity: End daily domination and allow for autonomous governance.
· Reconciliation with truth: Acknowledge historical realities and promote healing.
· Cooperation with shared purpose: Build cooperative institutions between two sovereign states, independently governed but functionally connected.

7. GLOBAL CIVIC COMPACT
We unite with all who uphold the commitment by Palestinians, Israelis, and global partners to mutual recognition, equal dignity, shared security, inclusive participation, and trust through healing—and we pledge to make these principles real in our time.

8. GENERATIONAL COMMITMENT
We pledge to honor the equal dignity of every life, to condemn and prevent all deliberate harm to civilians, to root out incitement, and to sow truth, empathy, and reconciliation. We will lift up the voices of the young, equipping them with the tools and trust to lead, and keep dialogue alive so that peace remains possible for generations to come.
9. A CALL TO GLOBAL SOLIDARITY

We call upon citizens, institutions, and nations to embrace these principles as a conscious act of moral courage—choosing not the path of allegiance to one side, but the higher ground of shared humanity. This stand affirms that dignity, mutual presence, and mutual obligation are not abstract ideals but living commitments capable of bridging even the deepest divides. It is an invitation to see one another not as adversaries, but as partners in the stewardship of a future that belongs to all.

10. A GLOBAL COMPACT FOR RESILIENCE

To sign this Covenant is to declare faith in a future worth building—together. What begins here in the context of Israel and Palestine must extend to every place where humanity’s shared future is at risk, making dignity, safety, and cooperation the common ground of our century. This Covenant is also a compact for global resilience, calling people and institutions across borders to confront shared challenges—climate change, pandemics, inequality, and displacement—while upholding sovereignty and interdependence as measures of our collective strength.
CALL TO ACTION
Stand with us—sign the Covenant, live its Ten Points, and join in building a future where dignity, safety, and shared purpose form the common ground of peace. This is more than a signature; it is an act of conscience that claims our shared humanity as the foundation for a new civic generation. In this constitutional moment—not of law, but of moral will—we choose to write the future together.
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Signing Ceremony at the UN  launch in support of the International Day for Peace 2025

IMPLEMENTATION FOR WORLDWIDE ENDORSEMENT

· An independent online Civic Secretariat managed by Global Challenges Forum (GCF) Foundation (www.genevacovenant.org) will maintain a permanent registry of signatories.
· An annual Civic Forum organized by the Global Challenges Forum called the Geneva Peace Forum will be held every 21 September, the United Nations International Day for Peace, to measure progress and renew commitment to build a global community of practice for peace composed of a target goal of one million young people taking control of their future.
· Local, regional, and international initiatives may adopt the Geneva Covenant to guide their own reconciliation efforts.
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I proudly endorse the Geneva Covenant of Mutual Obligation. I affirm its core principles: that every human being is entitled to equal dignity; that freedom, to be real, must be shared; and that the responsibility for peace does not rest with governments alone, but with each of us.
By adding my name, I affirm my belief that a peaceful future for both Israelis and Palestinians is not only possible—it is essential. I support a vision of two peoples living side by side with mutual respect and equal rights, where separation is not an end but a beginning—leading to reconciliation, and ultimately to a new framework of cooperation grounded in trust, equity, and interdependence.
In signing, I join a global partnership of conscience—a growing civic movement dedicated to transforming fear into trust, trauma into healing, and conflict into coexistence. I recognize that political structures alone cannot deliver peace. It must be built from the ground up—through education, dialogue, and the courageous work of shaping a future that honors the dignity and security of all.
Let this be my public commitment: to stand for mutual presence, to speak for justice, and to act—whenever and wherever I can—in support of a lasting peace made real by the will of people working together across divides and generations.
 Add your name → [website link placeholder][image: 🖊️]
🧾 Choose Your Endorsement Type:
🔘 Individual Endorsement
    Name: []
    Affiliation (optional): []
    Country: []
    Email (kept private): []
    Identity (select one):
    ☐ Israeli Jewish
    ☐ Israeli Arab
    ☐ Jewish Diaspora
    ☐ Palestinian Citizen
    ☐ Palestinian Diaspora
    ☐ Global Citizen
    ☐ Prefer not to say
🔘 Institutional Endorsement
    Organization Name: []
    Representative Name: []
    Position/Title: []
    Country: []
    Contact Email: [___________]
🔘 Anonymous Endorsement
    ☑ I wish to endorse the Covenant anonymously. My name will not be publicly listed.
Rue Jean-Petitot 7, 1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Consortium@GlobalChallengesForum.Org
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